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Community Farm Alliance
614 Shelby Street 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
Phone: 502-223-3655 
Fax: 502-223-0804
Email: cfarma@bellsouth.net 
Website: www.communityfarmalliance.org

Mission: Community Farm Alliance (CFA) is a multi-issue  
membership organization dedicated to community-led economic  
development that benefits both rural and urban communities, 
the future of family farming, and citizen engagement in public 
policy issues in Kentucky. CFA’s goal is to change basic power  
relations that shape the poverty and marginalization of low- 
income rural and urban economies.

Farm to School: Community Farm Alliance organizes a group 
of farmers to sell their produce to the Bath County School  
System, which contains five schools - three elementary schools, 
one middle school and a high school.  All of these schools make 
up 2,007 students who are served about 500,000 meals every 
school year. For farmers, this represents a new market as they 
diversify into other crops after the decline of tobacco farming 
in their region.  While urban areas such as Louisville provide 
many marketing opportunities through restaurants and farmers’ 
markets, institutional buying presents the greatest promise for 
a local food economy in rural areas. CFA’s program utilizes the 
Bath County Agricultural Education and Marketing Center, which 
boasts ample dry and cold storage areas and is home to two 
produce auctions and three farmers’ markets each week. These 
features make the facility a convenient collection point for the  
project and the Center’s certified community kitchen holds  
potential for farmers to sell value-added foods to schools. 

One of the unique aspects of this program is its solution to the 
problem that when schools are out of session during the sum-
mer months, there is no market for the fresh, local produce 
that is then at its peak. The Community Farm Alliance has 

looked to Kentucky’s numerous state parks to fill that void, with  
restaurants and other food providers in state parks recently  
arranging to purchase food from local farmers.  CFA has  
broadened its impact beyond schools and state parks by  
securing Kentucky House Bill 669 in 2006, which requires all 
state institutions to buy local when it is available and when price 
and quality standards are met. Earlier, CFA won legislation in 
2000, Kentucky House Bill (HB) 611, that earmarked $1.7 billion  
of Kentucky’s tobacco settlement money to help diversify  
Kentucky’s traditional, tobacco farm economy.  HB 611 was one 
of CFA’s biggest accomplishments, and with the $1 million and 
political support it provided, it was in many ways the opening 
chapter of CFA’s present work in creating “L.I.F.E,” a Local,  
Independent Food Economy, in Kentucky.  The next steps for 
the L.I.F.E. project are to include farmers and institutions from  
neighboring counties, to fully utilize the facility’s certified kitchen, 
and extend their market into the winter by freezing and canning 
fresh, local produce during the peak harvest times. 

Making the Best of a Bad Situation: Agriculture in Kentucky is 
facing an unprecedented crisis with the ending of the tobacco 
price-support program that allowed family-scale farms to make 
a decent living on the farm. Since 2004, tobacco production 
has fallen by 50%. Bath County lies at the heart of the tobacco- 
dependent region. Five adjacent counties are in the top twenty- 
five for tobacco dependency with two others still within the 
top forty.  CFA looked to Bath County for a Farm to School  
program not only because it had the necessary infrastructure 
in the Education and Marketing Center, but also because it  
demonstrated the potential of properly invested tobacco  
settlement money from HB 611. What sets the Community Farm  
Alliance apart is that, as an organization made up of and  
representing farmers, it was the farmers who proposed  




